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AS ISLAM GROWS...

As Muslim populations grow in Europe, so does
their influence. For the duration of Ramadan, a
Muslim holy season, the head of Democratic
Services in London has e-mailed the borough’s 51
councilors, including Catholics, Protestants, Jews
and atheists, asking them to observe Muslim
fasting, break for Muslim prayers, and to “do as
they are ordered by the Muslim religion.”
(www.timesonline.co). Will Americans be next to

be asked to obey Muslim law?
--Ron
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--Glover Shipp, Elder, Edmond, OK

\
Times of Worship
Bible Classes...........ccooevvenn. 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship................. 10:30 a.m.
Evening Worship.................. 6:00 p.m.
Wed. Bible Study.................. 6:00 p.m.

Ron Bartanen: Minister

“There is only one wayto achieve happine
on this terrestrial ball,
And that is to have either a clear conscience
or none at all.”
--Ogden Nash
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WHAT’S IN YOUR DIET?

That we live in a diet-conscious time can hardly be
denied. One can scarcely read a magazine or watch
an early-morning show without some reference(s)
being made to what we should or should not be
eating. Some are on a diet to lose weight, while
others are on diets that restrict sugar and salt intake.
We are constantly being reminded of the fact that
“we are what we eat.” To a significant degree, our
health and even our physical lives are dependent upon
our choices of food.

This principle carries over into other areas of life
as well. What we feed upon mentally will affect the
course of one’s life. As Solomon, a man well known
for his wisdom, declared, “As he thinketh in his heart,
so is he” (Proverbs 23:7). The apostle Paul later
declared, “Whatsoever things are true, whatsoever
things are honest, whatsoever things are just,
whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are
lovely, whatsoever things are of good report: if there
be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on
these things” (Philippians 4:8). The old saying,
“Garbage in, garbage out” is sage advice. It was
troubling, though not surprising, to read this past
week that by the time a typical American teenager
turns 18, he or she has witnessed 40,000
dramatizations of murder and 200,000 other
dramatized acts of violence, according to a report in
U. S. News & World Report. Add to that the number
of sexual images so common on television, movies,
billboards, etc., and is it any wonder illicit sex among
our youth has almost or altogether become expected
and violence has become more commonplace?

A positive influence upon old and young comes
from feeding upon the word of God, the Bible. In
being tempted, Jesus quoted the Old Testament
saying, “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by
every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God”
(Matthew 4:4). In God’s word is sound “milk” for the
new student of the word (Hebrews 5:13) and “meat”
for the more mature in the faith (v. 14). Feeding
upon this word, you will be able to say with David,
“How sweet are thy words to my taste! Yea, sweeter
than honey to my mouth” (Psalms 119:103). You will
also be able to say with Job, “l have esteemed thy
words more than my necessary food” (Job 23:12). Is
God’s word in your dietary plan?

Along this line, the following was taken from a
bulletin some time back.
--Ron
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A George Gallup poll revealed how uninformed our
citizenry is of the Bible.

* Less than 50% of adult Americans knew that Genesis
was the first book of the Bible.

* On an average, American teenagers can name only
about three or four of the Ten Commandments of the
Old Testament.

* QOver 75% of the adults asked were unable to name a
single prophet of the Old Testament.

* Only 34% among adults knew who preached “the
Sermon On the Mount.”

*  Only 35% knew that the Roman Empire ruled
Palestine during the time of Jesus.

* Only three adults out of ten could name the four
accounts of the life of Christ.
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In a typical day in this country:

* 2,556 babies are born to teenagers out of

wedlock.

* Six teenagers commit suicide.

135,000 children bring guns to school.

3,200 children run away from home.

211 are arrested for drug abuse.

437 are arrested for drinking while driving.
7,742 teenagers will become sexually active.
2,795 will become pregnant.

1,106 will have abortions.

IS THERE A CONNECTION?
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“All the ends of the world shall remember and
turn unto the LORD: and all the kindreds of the
nations shall worship before thee. For the
kingdom is the LORD’S: and he is the governor
among the nations” (Psalms 22:28).
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our website. He will be our guest speaker
this morning, and is to speak at Shelbyville
this evening. His message this morning will
be, “Dare To Be a Daniel,” and the reading will
be Daniel 1:8 and 6:7-10. This evening | will
be bringing another message from Galatians,
“The Faith of Abraham”, and the reading will
be Galatians 3:1-9.
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999AREA EVENTS: The Shelbyville church (S. Charles at 2" St.) will host a Ladies Day Saturday, Sept. 13,
with 9:00 to 9:30 for registration and 9:30-11:30 for the program, followed by a lunch that will be
provided. Any planning to attend should let it be known.
A Gospel Meeting at the Shelbyville church will be held Sept. 21-24, with Paul Jarrett of Naples, Fla.
preaching each evening at 7:00. See bulletin board for details.

The Clinton church will be observing its 50" anniversary Sept. 13-14. See the bulletin board for
details.

A REMINDER: Sept. 28 is the target date set by Eastern European Mission, sponsored by the Prestoncrest
church in Dallas, Tex., to attempt to raise $1,000,000 to provide Bibles for about 366,000 students in
1,188 public schools in the Ukrainian state of Donetsk. If you wish to have a part in this good work,
checks can either be made out to Eastern European Mission, or to the Arthur church, with “For EEM” on
the memo line. The cost of providing a Bible per child is about $2.75. Three CDs on the stand ;in the
foyer tell of the work, as well as other literature you will find there. Who knows how much longer Bibles
will be allowed in that section of the world? Bibles are also being provided for students in Russia.

PRAYER LIST: Paul has made some improvements, including being more conversant. ***
Continue to remember Inez, Dean, Lyla, Lester, Rodger, Linda’s brother, Charles Moore
(Tex.; s see report

on the bulletin board); and Lewis Carter (Ind.). Doris’s sister, Martha requests prayer for her former
husband, Frank, who has a growth on a lung. Also: our men and women in service, and our nation’s and
world’s leaders as a way for peace is sought. Pray as our nation prepares for the presidential election that
the one chosen will have the wisdom to direct our country aright.
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