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TAKE COURAGE . .
Times of Worship

Often we fail to do as much as we could in the Bible Classes.............c.c....... 9:30 a.m.

service of the Lord because we are imprisoned by Morning Worship................. 10:30 a.m.

our fears. We need to be reminded often of the Evening Worship................. 6:00 p.m.

words of Jesus to the disciples in Matthew 14:27: Wed. Bible Study................. 6:00 p.m.

“Take courage. Itis|: do not be afraid.” Think of
the good we could do if we would only heed those
words! Note some fears we need to conquer...

1) Fear Of Rejection. We are often afraid
of being rebuffed when we invite others to church
or when we attempt to share our faith with them.
But this fear can be overcome if we cultivate our
love for lost souls. “Perfect love casts out fear” (1
John 4:18).

2) Fear Of Looking Foolish. We are
frequently paralyzed into doing nothing because we
are afraid we might be embarrassed—that someone
might raise their eyebrows or call us religious
fanatics. Paul was not ashamed to be considered a
fool for Christ’s sake. (1 Corinthians 4:10) What
matters is not how we may look to others but how
we look to Christ! (Romans 1:26)

3) Fear of Not Knowing Enough. We are
afraid of being unprepared, afraid of being asked a
question we cannot answer. But our Lord does not
expect complete knowledge—just complete
obedience! Andrew had only been a disciple for one
day when he brought his brother Simon to Jesus.
(John 1:40-42) We may not know all the answers,
but at least we can point others to the One who is
the answer!

It does not take much to invite others to
church or to introduce our friends to those who
could help us win them to Christ! “We have
nothing to fear but fear itself.”
--Bobby Dockery, The Seeker

Ron Brtanen: Minister

‘SOME ADDITIONS TO THE CHURCH ARE
NOT CONVERSIONS TO THE LORD”

All too many times we hear people speak of
being baptized, and yet we hear little about people
being converted. “Baptism” has become our
“circumcision” that Paul had to address in the
pages of the New Testament. Too many people
want to get others “baptized.” When the Lord
spoke to Nicodemus, He put emphasis upon
conversion; a person needs to be changed from the
inside/out if you will. Unless this occur, the person
merely gets wet. The “church roles” that are
padded with numbers make us look bigger than we
are; members of the Lord’s church, however, are
fewer in number than we realize. Are you a
member of His church?
--Ron Thomas, The Lantern, Highway church,
Sullivan
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WHY “GO TO CHURCH?

In a “Letters to the Editor” column of a certain newspaper, a churchgoer had written this letter complaining that it
made no sense to attend church every Sunday. He wrote,

! This resulted in an outpouring of
letters for the column, which continued for weeks until someone wrote the following:
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What benefits are there to assembling each week with other believers in Christ to worship God? While some
choose to attend a church because of entertainment that might be provided, a Christian should have more legitimate
motives than this. A few to be considered would be—

o Attending where the true gospel is preached, one learns of the salvation God has provided, and the proper
response for one’s salvation. (Romans 1:16; 5:1-6, 18; 6:3-4)
0 As a Christian one has a treasured opportunity to remember Christ in the weekly partaking of the Lord’s
supper as He instructed (1 Corinthians 15:23-26; Acts 20:7).
o One is instructed and edified by the teaching and preaching of God’s word (Acts 20:22; 2 Timothy 4:1-4;
Matthew 4:4).
o One s privileged to worship God, and at the same time encourage fellow-believers (Acts 2:42; Ephesians 5:19;
Colossians 3:16; Hebrews 10:25).
o0 To do otherwise is to ignore a command of Scripture: %
# not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together ' (
! Hebrews 10:24-25).
--Ron

A person who stays in office, not by solving problems, but by subsidizing them
The shortest distance between two people..
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A preacher asked a little boy if he said his prayers every night. “Yes, sir,” the boy replied.
“And do you always say them ;in the morning, too?” the preacher asked.

“No, sir,” the boy replied. “I ain’t scared in the daytime.”

IN OUR PRAYERS

Paul, Nadine, Dean, Inez, Lyla, Lester, Woody, Rodger, Charles Moore (Tex.), Lewis Carter (Ind.), Lola Hilliard
(Tenn.) and Doris’s former brother-in-law (Frank). *** Ed and Norma Stocker (Ind.) both need our prayers. Ed had a
recent heart attack, and is to be released from the hospital Tuesday. Norma fell and broke some bones, and is now
out of the hospital. *** Continue to remember the men and women in service to our country, and our nation’s and
world’s leaders as they seek a way for peace. Also we want to pray as our nation prepares for the presidential
election that the one chosen will have the wisdom to direct our country aright.

“I will bless the LORD at all times: his praise stiaontinually be in my mouth. My soul shall makieer boast in th
LORD: the humble shall hear thereof, and be gla(Psalms 34:1-2).

“IS THE LORD AMONG US OR NOT?'Wwill be this morning’s message, and the reading lvélExodus 17:1-7.

is the new Sunday morning subject for study. This short book has significance in the preparation
for the coming of Christ. We hope you will join us for this study.



