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CHILDLIKENESS OR CHILDISHNESS?

By David Ferguson
Lake Land church, Mattoon

Recently my youngest son, Donovan, lost his first
baby tooth. As it is for virtually all young children, this
was a momentous occasion for him, a milestone marker
in his young life, and a time of great joy. Other rites of
passage of the young are running through sprinklers on a
hot afternoon, catching fireflies during the twilight time
of dusk, and playing games with friends under a starry
summer evening.

Recently my wife, my younger sister and | have all
enjoyed watching our own kids playing No Ghost, Crack
the Whip and other games we enjoyed ourselves as
children. It makes me feel good as a parent to watch
one’s children engage in wholesome entertainment, and
I, for one, am always reminded of what Jesus said in
Matthew 19:14 when | watch the young at play. “Let the
children come to Me. Do not hinder them;. The kingdom
of God belongs to such as these.”

When Jesus looked out at the throng of people who
were following after Him and He saw the little children
among them, He thought of His Father and His Father’s
kingdom. So why shouldn’t we? For as He said, “..the
kingdom of God belongs..” to those who are like
children.

It is important to remember, though, that being

is not the same thing as being childish. Paul

wrote in 1 Corinthians 13:11, “When | was a child, | spoke

as a child, | felt as a child, | thought as a child: now that |

am become a man, | have put away childish things.” We

are expected to grow and mature as one of His disciples.
So how are these passages harmonized?

To be childlike is to be humble and lowly in spirit.
“Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this little
child, the same is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven”
(Matthew 18:4). When we as disciples of Jesus imitate
Him by living a life of service and humility, the Lord will
exalt us (James 4:10). It is not a little child who is full of
self-pride. They are innocent of this. It is the individual
who wants everything his way who is being
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A MOTHER and her two children were destitute.
In the depth of winter they were nearly frozen, and
the mother took the cellar door off the hinges and
set it up In front of the corner to block the draft so
they could sleep. One of the children whispered to
her, “Mother, what do those poor children do who
have no door to put up in front of them?”

Truly there are but very few who cannot count
their  blessings if they only wish to.
-Selected

UNTIMELY ANSWERED PRAYER—

During a minister’s prayer one Sunday, there
was a loud whistle from one of the back pews.
Gary’s mother was horrified. she pUnched him into
silence and, after church asked, Gary, whatever
made you do such a thing?” Gary answered soberly,
“l asked God to teach me to whistle, and He just
then did!”
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WHAT IS MY NAME?

| am more deadly than bullets, and have wrecked
more homes than great guns have done. | am more
powerful than the combined armies of the world. |
steal millions of dollars and slaughter thousands of
unborn babies each year. | rob millions of their
freedom. | am relentless. | am everywhere. | am a
terror. | am a spirit-crusher. | am the world’s best
initiative-killer. | crush, maim and destroy. | give
nothing, but | take everything. Ah, very few seek to
avoid me, so | am with lots of people.

What is my name that you will avoid me? Most of
you will not avoid me—but my name is INDIFFERENCE.
(Edited from a 1958 bulletin from Baltimore, Md.)

SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT—

If at first you don’t succeed, try reading the
directions.
Jumping to conclusions doesn’t take as much exercise as
digging for facts.
Fools rush in where fools have often been before.
—Submitted by Bill Williams

“Labour not for the meat which perisheth, but
for that meat which endureth unto everlasting life,
which the Son of man shall give unto you...” (John
6:27a).

HAVE A HAPPY & SAFE LABOR DAY

The Sower

“Make a joyful noise unto the LORD, all ye lands.
Serve the LORD with gladness: come before his
presence with singing. Know ye that the LORD, he is
God: it is he that hath made us, and not we ourselves:
we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture”

“THE HAPPY PERSON” will be this morning’s
message, and Psalms 1 will be the reading.
This being the last Sunday of the
month, we will have our monthly song service this
evening. If you have a selection, please let me know.

1"#3$ %& Those in attendance here having
birthdays in September are Woody (9-7), Ron (9-10)
and Mary Gray (9-30). Happy birthday to all!

"OC (+, - ,.", Paul; Nadine; Inez; Dean; Lyla;
Lester; Rodger; Linda’s brother; Charles Moore (Tex.);
Lewis Carter (Ind.); our men and women in service; and
our

nation’s and world’s leaders as they seek a way for peace.

% $ /& /! Eastern European
Mission (EEM), a project of the Prestoncrest church in
Dallas, Tex. received a request from the state of
Donetsk in the Ukraine for Bibles and Biblical literature
for the 366,000 students in their 1188 schools. EEM is
endeavoring to raise $1,000,000 by Sept. 28 for this
project. Checks to the church for this work should be
designated, “Eastern European Mission.”
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" "+ 1 ) (2 begins today at the Grant St.
church in Sullivan, and will continue through Friday.
Evening services during the week are at 7:30. Tom
Dennis will be the evangelist.

") (2 3 "4 -5this Saturday, Sept. 6, by the
Highway church in Sullivan, at the Bethany firehouse.

% §1 - ) 7-3 5 Saturday, Sept. 13. The
theme is “A Heart Prepared for God,” with Linda
Sebree speaking. Registration will be 9:00-9:30, and
the program 9:30-11:30. Lunch will follow. If you plan
to attend, let me know and I’ll pass the word on to
them. For more information, see the bulletin board.

O * 8 "™((3, ,5 Sept. 13-14.
Details are on the bulletin board. They need to be
notified today if you plan to eat with them or need
lodging.

IF I KNEW

If | knew that a word of mine,
A word not kind and true,
Might leave its trace on a loved one’s face,
I’d never speak harshly—would you?

If | knew that the light of a smile
Might linger the whole day through,
And brighten some heart with a heavier part,
| wouldn’t withhold it—would you?
--Selected

OUR MISSION: “We proclaim Him, admonishing
and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we
may present everyone perfect in Christ(Colossians
1.28).




