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THE SOWER 

     Heaven is everything that man really longs for.  IF 
we could hear at one time all the groans and cries of 
earth’s woes, it would be a deafening roar in our ears.  
With war, death, and fear on every hand, we must 
confess as men of old that this world is not our 
home—we are just passing through.  We are searching 
for a better country, which is a heavenly country, a city 
made without hands, eternal in the heavens.  
 
     It is natural for man to desire a country in which to 
place his citizenship and loyalty.  The man without a 
country is lonely.  But it is common to man that with 
the blessings of a country there comes wars and 
rumors of wars.  Young folks are taken from anxious 
parents, and hearts are made heavy at the thought 
that they might not return.  Prayers are offered that 
peace prevail, but soon there is another war.  Is there 
no end to war and is there no place where wars do not 
come? Heaven is a country which is never invaded by 
enemy armies, and there will be no youth going off to 
war.  It is a heavenly country.  
 
     Heaven is described as a city which has 
foundations, whose builder and maker is God 
(Hebrews 11:10).  Its walls are of jasper and the 
streets are of purest gold.  The gates of the city are of 
pearl and the foundation garnished with all manner of 
precious stones.  A pure river of the water of life as 
clear as crystal flows out of the throne of God through 
the middle of the city, and the tree of life stands on 
either side of the river (Revelation 21 and 22).  It is a 
place of peace and beauty.  How beautiful heaven 
must be!  
 
     Near and dear in the heart of man is home.  Sad are 
the days when one by one the family takes its flight 
from the old home place.  Home was so good to have 
and it seemed that it couldn’t be given up.  Isn’t there 
another place where the circle will be unbroken? 
There is a building of God, a house not made with 
hands, eternal in the heavens (2 Corinthians 5:11).  All 
of the pure things that are near and dear to us here 
are symbols of peace and beauty and joy unspeakable
over there.                                                                                                  
 
–Bill Moyer  
  

HEAVEN Times of Worship  
Bible Classes…………..….…..9:30 a.m. 
Morning Worship……..……...10:30 a.m. 
Evening Worship…………...…6:00 p.m. 
Wed. Bible Study……….........6:00 p.m. 

 

 
Ron Bartanen: Minister 

August 24, 2008 

INTELLIGENT DESIGN    
     Science should always be a quest for truth.  Truth will 
never contradict truth.  Some scientists, however, are 
seeking to silence other scientists who are questioning 
Darwinism and favoring “Intelligent Design” (ID).  The ID 
movement simply is saying that the complex design 
found throughout nature indicates there must have been 
a designer.  Those opposing ID will tolerate no 
questioning of their evolutionary view, which declares 
that all things exist through Evolution, with no Creator.  It 
is especially considered abhorrent for ID to be presented 
as even a possibility in our taxpayer-funded schools.   
     Is everything a happy accident of nature? Or were all 
things created, as Christianity and most religions believe? 
Evolution is as much a matter of faith as is Creationism.  
The religion of Secular Humanism is being promoted in 
schools, without allowing our children to hear from 
scientists who question the Darwinist creed.  Children are 
essentially being brainwashed into accepting without 
question a theory that is beset with numerous scientific 
problems.  Under the guise of “separation of church and 
state,” Secular Humanism is being promoted as the 
nation’s new politically correct religion.  In the 
process, the liberty to pursue the truth is being 
squashed under the heel of an increasingly 
totalitarian system.                                                                                        
–Ron 
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INSIGHT 

   

“During Times of universal deceit, telling the truth 

becomes a revolutionary act.”  

(George Orwell)  

   

“They’ll forgive you for being wrong.  What they won’t 

forgive you for is being right.” (Robert L. Bartley)  

   

“Remember, there is such a thing as good and evil.” 

(Alexander Solzhenitsyn)  

   

“The best defense against usurpatory government is an 

assertive citizenry.” (William F. Buckley)  

   

“It’s easy being a humorist when you’ve got the whole 

government working for you.” (Will Rogers  

   

“A narrow mind has a broad tongue.” (Arabian 

Proverb)  

   

“Ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you 

free” (John 8:32). 

  
“Thy righteousness is an everlasting righteousness, and thy 

law is the truth….  The righteousness of thy testimonies is 

everlasting: give me understanding, and I shall live” 

(Psalms 119:142, 144).  

 

    “SHOW OR TELL?” will be this morning’s message, 

with Matthew 14:22-33 as our reading.  The evening 

lesson, another in our series on Galatians, will be, 

“TWO IMPORTANT QUESTIONS,” and the reading will 

be Galatians 2:7-9.  
   
    AREA EVENTS: The Grant St. church in Sullivan (407 

S. Grant) will be having a Gospel Meeting Aug. 31 to 

Sept. 5l. Weeknight services will be at 7:30.  *** The 

Highway church in Sullivan will be having a Clothing-

Give-Away at the Bethany Firehouse, Sept. 9.  *** The 

Clinton church will be observing their 50th anniversary

Sept. 13-14. See the bulletin board for schedule.  If you 

plan to attend and eat with them, or need lodging, let 

me know so we can notify them as to how many to 

plan for.  
   
    
 

ALMOST! 
   

    Almost! Now there’s a word we usually assign to 

defeat and loss.  During this year’s Olympic games, I 

couldn’t help but feel sorry for Darra Torres, the 41-

year-old mother who “almost” won the gold medal in 

the women’s 50 meter freestyle.  In fact, she lost by 

only one one-hundredth (.01) of a second, the smallest 

possible margin by which one can lose.  

 

    But “almost” is not just a word assigned to defeat, 

but it can describe the jubilation of victory! In these 

same Olympic games, Michael Phelps won the gold 

medal in the 100 meter butterfly by one one-

hundredth (.01) of a second, the smallest possible 

margin by which one can win.  

    You see, “Almost” or “What could have been?” cuts 

both ways.  It can be one of the saddest words one will 

ever hear, but it can also convey relief and victory.   

 

    While many will no doubt stand before God and

regret “almost” becoming a disciple of Jesus, others 

will find reason to rejoice when they realize how they 

“almost” allowed lesser things to distract them from 

discipleship.  

 

    What about you? Do you appreciate the word 

“almost”? Do you realize how fortunate you are if you 

are a disciple of Jesus? Were it not for godly parents, 

where would you be today? Or were it not for a 

neighbor or friend who loved you, where would you be 

today? How many of us were almost lost? Were it not 

for the prayers, expressions of love, and acts of divine 

providence, where would we be today? To you realize 

how fortunate you are to be saved when you were 

“almost” lost?  

 

    Give it some thought, and go your way rejoicing, for 

you were almost lost, but you have been redeemed.  

--Steve Higginbotham, MercEmail  
   
   (NOTE: Some who read this are still “almost” saved.  

Christ has died for them, but they have not yet 

accepted Him as savior and Lord in being baptized in 

His name (Acts 2:38).  If you are among this number, 

delay no longer! “Almost saved” is still to miss the 

victor’s “crown of life” promised the faithful 

[Revelation 2:10].) 
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   *** The Shelbyville church (S. Charles at 2nd St.) will host a Ladies Day Saturday, Sept. 13, with 9:00-9:30 registration 

and 9:30-11:30 program, with lunch following.  If plan on attending, let us know. 

 
EASTERN EUROPEAN MISSION (EEM) APPEAL: EEM, a project of the Prestoncrest church in Dallas, Tex., is seeking to 

raise $1,000,000 by Sept. 28 to provide Bibles for public schools in the Ukraine.  See last week’s issue of The Sower for 

details. Extra copies  are on the literature table.  Con-tributions should be designated for the Eastern European 

Mission, and can be given to Eva or dropped into the contribution basket.  
   
CONTINUE IN PRAYER: Paul, Nadine, Dean, Inez, Lyla, Lester, Rodger, Linda’s brother, Charles Moore (Tex.), Lewis 

Carter (Ind.), our men and women in service, and our nation’s and world’s leaders as a way for peace  
is sought.   

___________________________________________________  
  

 
 


